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(57)Abstract: 

PURPOSE: To enable the production of levorotatory mandelic acid useful as a raw material or synthetic intermediate 
for pharmaceuticals, in high efficiency, from benzoylformic acid, by using an enzyme extracted from microorganism 
belonging to Streptococus genus. 

CONSTITUTION: The objective benzoylformic acid reductase can be produced by culturing Streptococcus faecalis 
(IFO 12964) e.g. in tomato juice medium at 30° C for 15W25 hr under shaking, collecting the microbial cells and 
disintegrating the cells by ultrasonic treatment, etc. 
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